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What is the CFMC?
The Caribbean Fishery Management Council (CFMC) is one of eight 
regional fishery management councils established by the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act and affiliated to 
the US Department of Commerce.1 The CFMC is responsible for the 
conservation and management of U.S. Caribbean fishery resources.

The Council manages the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), from 3 
to 200 nautical miles (nm) off the coasts of the USVI (St. Croix, St. 
Thomas, and St. John) and 9 to 200 nm off the coast of Puerto Rico. 
The Council develops fishery management plans and recommends 
regulations to NOAA Fisheries and the U.S. Secretary of Commerce 
for implementation.

1 Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (1976) or Fisheries Sustainable Act (1996, 2007).

Leyenda / Legend

Subdivisiones / Sub-divisions

Puerto Rico

St. Thomas/St. John

St.Croix

- - -    9 millas náuticas (aproximadas)
9 nautical miles (approximated)

.....    3 millas náuticas (aproximadas)
3 nautical miles (approximated)

Subdivisiones
Sub-Divisions

Zona Económica Exclusiva
Exclusive Economic Zone

Coordenadas / Coordinates

A

E

G
F

D

C

B

Latitud Norte
North Latitude

Longitud Oeste
West Longitude

19° 37’ 29” 65° 20’ 57”

18° 25’ 46.3015” 65° 06’ 31.866”

18° 13’ 59.0606” 65° 05’ 33.058”

18° 01’ 16.9636” 64° 57’ 38.817”

16° 02’ 53.5812” 65° 20’ 00.1716”

17° 30’ 00.000” 65° 20’ 00.1716”

18° 03’ 03” 64° 38’ 03”
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The CFMC consists of ten 
members; 7 voting members 
and 3 non-voting members. 
Four of the voting members 
are appointed by the U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce, upon 
recommendations from the 
Governors of Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. According 
to the Magnuson Act, the 
Governors must submit  at least 
three names for each vacancy, and 
may express which of the three 
would be the prefered candidate. 
The candidates must be qualified 
individuals, with knowledge or 
experience in fishery aspects 
of management, conservation, 
recreational or commercial 
harvesting, among others. Three 

Who forms the CFMC?

Council Members

Above: First CFMC Council Members (1976)
Below: Current CFMC Council Members and Staff Members (2014)

of the voting members are directly 
designated by the Act and they 
are the principal officials from 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands with marine fishery 
management responsibility, plus 
the Regional Administrator 
of the Southeastern Region of 
the National Marine Fisheries 
Service. The three non-voting 
members are: the Director of 
the Southeastern Region of 
Fish and Wildlife Service; the 

Commander of the 
Seventh District of the 
U.S. Coast Guard; and 
a representative from 
the U.S. Department 
of State.
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What does the Council do?
The CFMC’s major responsibility is the 

development of fishery managements 
plans (FMPs). It is also responsible for 

(1) the preparation of amendments, 
as may be considered necessary 
for any of the FMPs,  (2) the 
preparation of comments on 
any application for fishing, (3) 
conducting scoping meetings 

and public hearings to allow 
the public to provide input and 

participation in the development of 
fishery management plans, and (4) the 

submission of any pertinent report to the U.S. 
   Secretary of Commerce.  

Many species and stocks in the EEZ managed by the CFMC are 
distributed throughout the Caribbean. The CFMC has taken the 
opportunity and initiative to work closely with other countries in 
an effort to promote Pan-Caribbean management of the shared 
species, such as: queen conch, Nassau grouper and spiny lobster, as 
well as the protection of spawning aggregations of reef fishes. The 
main purpose of the Pan-Caribbean strategy is to bring together the 
governments of the Caribbean countries in a joint effort to 
harmonize the management of the species 
in common.  Some of the organizations 
working on this effort are the 
Western Central Atlantic Fisheries 
Commission (WECAFC); the 
Central American Organization 
of the Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Sector (OSPESCA); and the 
Caribbean Regional Mechanism 
(CRFM).
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Fishery Management Plans

A Fishery Management Plan (FMP) is a document that describes the 
biological, economic and social parameters of a local fishery or fisheries, 
based on the best scientific data  available; and contains the proposed 
management measures for the sustainable use of these fisheries.

What is a Fishery Management Plan?

•  Annual Catch Limit (ACL): is the level of annual catch allowed for 
a population or population complex that if met or exceeded triggers 
accountability measures, such as a seasonal closure or quota closure. 

•  Accountability Measures (AM): are management controls to prevent 
ACL’s from being exceeded, and to correct or mitigate overages of the 
ACL, if they occur. 

•  Seasonal Area Closures: this strategy establishes a period of time 
during which no fishing for certain species is allowed in defined areas 
to protect fish aggregating at these sites while spawning.

•  Seasonal closures: are periods of time during which fishing for certain 
species or group of species is not allowed to protect the spawning fish.

•  Quotas: quotas and annual catch limits were established to prevent 
overfishing. Once these quotas or annual limits are reached, fishing 
ceases for the necessary period of time to prevent overfishing.  

What are the management strategies 
considered by the Council?

The FMPs also include a 
description of essential fish habitat 
(EFH) meaning those waters 
and substrates necessary to 
fish for spawning, breeding, 
feeding or growth to maturity. 
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Marine reserve and seasonal 
closed areas maps
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Advisory bodies to assist the CFMC 
carry out its mandate.

The SSC provide 
expert scientific and 
technical advice 
to the Council on 
the development of 
fishery management 
policy, on the 
preparation of fishery 
management plans, 
and on the effectiveness of such plans once in operation. The 
Committee aids the Council in identifying scientific resources 
available for the development of plans, in establishing the 
objectives of plans, the criteria for judging plan effectiveness 
and in the review of FMPs. The SSC analyzes fisheries statistics 
provided by the local governments and NOAA-Fisheries’ 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center, other data from fishery 
independent sources, as well as from the published literature. 
Based on this they provide scientific recommendations to the 
Council. The Council then establishes management strategies to 
maintain sustainable fisheries. 

1. Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC)

The CFMC has various committees and advisory panels that provide 
input for the appropiate management of the  marine resources in the 
U.S. Caribbean. These include:
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The function of the 
DAPs will be to provide 
advice to the Council 
for the preparation of 
island-specific fishery 
management plans, 
as well as the criteria 
for judging plan 
effectiveness, and serve 

as a communication link with those who must operate under the 
management regime, among other things. There are three DAPs: 
Puerto Rico, St. Thomas/ St. John, and St. Croix. Each DAP has 
15 members plus two ex-officio members that represent the local 
governments. The members for each of the DAPs, as well as their 
chairpersons are appointed by the Council.

2. District Advisory Panels (DAPs)
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The OEAP’s role is to 
recommend to the Council 
the best communication 
and education strategies to 
achieve a better engagement 
with fisheries and the 
general public in the issues of 
fisheries management within 
the Council’s jurisdictions. 
The OEAP members and the 
Chair are appointed by the 
Council.

3. Outreach and Education    
    Advisory Panel (OEAP)

4. CFMC Staff

The CFMC has full time and part-time employees. The Council’s 
staff tasks include facilitating administrative procedures, the 
implementation of the CFMC’s policies and decisions, as well 
as assisting in the development of fishery management plans, 
coordination of meetings, and analyzing the biological, economic, 
social and legal implications of management approaches. 
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Public Participation
After the Council has 
decided to examine an issue 
of a particular fishery, the 
scoping process is initiated. 
Scoping meetings are 
convened by the Council as 
the first initiative to collect 
information from the public 
on an issue. It helps to assess 
the status of knowledge, identify needs for further information, and 
the public opinions on the issue at hand.  

After a fishery management plan is drafted, public hearings are held 
in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Copies of the plan are 
made available to fishery communities and other strategic areas for 
review in advance of the public hearings. The public comments are 
taken in consideration before the plan is prepared in final form. 

What’s the importance of public 
participation?
The management strategies established by the CFMC will be successful 
in maintaining a healthy fishery to the extent that the stakeholders: 
fishers (commercial and recreational), consumers and decision 

makers participate in the 
process of evaluating the 
status of the resources and 
provide recommendations 
for its conservation and the 
prevention of overfishing.  
For this reason, the CFMC 
facilitates different avenues 
for public participation. 
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Photos supplied by Helena Antoun, Lia Ortiz 
and Carlos Velázquez



How to Contact the Council?

Address:

270 Muñoz Rivera Avenue
Suite 401
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918

Telephone:
(787) 766-5926
Fax:
(787) 766-6239

Council Staff Contact Information

Miguel Rolón - Executive Director 
    miguel_rolon_cfmc@yahoo.com
Diana Martinó  - Executive Director Assistant and Outreach 
and Education Coordinator
    diana_martino_cfmc@yahoo.com
Graciela García-Moliner - FMP and Habitat Specialist
    graciela_cfmc@yahoo.com
María de los Ángeles Irizarry - Fiscal Officer
    mairizarry_cfmc@yahoo.com
Vivian Ruiz - Accounting Technician
    vivian_ruizcamacho_cfmc@yahoo.com
Livia M. Montalvo - Office Automation Clerk
    livia_montalvo_cfmc@yahoo.com
Iris N. Oliveras - Secretary
    iris_oliveras_cfmc@yahoo.com
María M. Pastrana - Secretary
    mapastrana_cfmc@yahoo.com
Natalia Perdomo - Intern
    nataliaperdomo_cfmc@yahoo.com
Helena Antoun - Liaison Officer 
    hantoun.cfmc@gmail.com
Kate Quigley - Fishery Economist 
    quigley.kate@yahoo.com

Webpage:  www.caribbeanfmc.com
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