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Caribbean Fisheries Monographs 

 
Justification: 
 
According to the MSA, fisheries management decisions have to be based on 
the best scientific information available, and consequently the stakeholders 
should have adequate scientific literacy to understand this scientific 
information. The SSC is the tool available to the CFMC to produce such 
scientific information, either by their own research or by outsourcing it to 
consultants outside of the Council.  
 
The information gathered by the SSC and the experts is usually emptied into 
the FMPs for the species in question or in specialized journal articles. Both 
publications are difficult to assimilate by the non-scientist public. However, the 
information is just as important to both publics. 
 
How is this important information brought to the stakeholders in an 
understandable language, easily accessible to fishers, consumers and 
educators? This is an outreach and education challenge that the OEAP 
proposes to fulfill through the publication of Caribbean Fisheries Monograph 
once or twice a year.  
 
Monograph content suggested:  
 
This Monograph will comply with the following guidelines: 

• Present a single topic 
• Explicitly and succinctly describe the need for the research; the status 

of the knowledge in the region and the methodology used to find out 
the information. 

• Explain in simple terms the results obtained 
• Explain how these results support the management strategies to be 

implemented 
• What to expect in terms of the managed resource after the regulations 

are applied. 
The SSC will be consulted to identify the research topics that they have 
addressed related to the species regulated and to measures taken such as 
ACls, AMs, and closed seasons, among others. 
 
Monographs will be published once or twice a year and the document should 
be peer reviewed by specialists from other Councils and research laboratories 
and by the OEAP before publishing.   


