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CARIBBEAN FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 

270 MUÑOZ RIVERA AVENUE, SUITE 401 

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 00918-1903 

 

ANNUAL CATCH LIMIT CONTROL RULE PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 

SUMMARY MINUTES 

 

PONCE, P. R., JUNE 23, 2014 

 

The public hearing was opened at 7:15 p.m. by the Council’s Vice-Chairman, Mr. Eugenio Piñeiro. 

Attending the meeting were also, Dr. Graciela García-Moliner and Mrs. Iris Oliveras.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. with no attendees. 

 

SAN JUAN, P.R., JUNE 24, 2014  
 

The public hearing was opened at 7:15 p.m. by the Council’s Vice-Chairman, Mr. Eugenio Piñeiro. 

Attending the meeting were also, Dr. Graciela García-Moliner, Dr. Kathryn Quigley, Ms. Helena 

Antoun, and Mrs. Iris Oliveras.   

 

Twenty-five people signed the attendance sheets with 3 people offering the following comments: 

 

1. Tommy Forte- Asociación de Pescadores de Vietnam 

 

a. Alternative 3 and sub-alternatives 

b. Regulate the ornamental fishery 

c. There are fewer fishers now than before 

d. There is a lack of landings data 

 

2. Roberto Silva- Commercial Fisher, Father & Son, Humacao, PR 

 

a. Alternative 2: no exceptions 

 

 

3. Bienvenido Ramírez Rodríguez, Commercial Fisher, Villa Pesquera Cibuco, Vega Baja, PR 

 

a. Alternative 3  

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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ARECIBO, P.R., JUNE 25, 2014  
 

The public hearing was opened at 7:25 p.m. by the Council’s Vice-Chairman, Mr. Eugenio Piñeiro. 

Attending the meeting were also, Dr. Graciela García-Moliner, Dr. Kathryn Quigley, and Mrs. Iris 

Oliveras.   

 

Fourteen people were present and 5 people offered the following comments: 

 

1. Luis A. Roman Candelaria – Commercial Fisher, Arecibo PR 

 

a. Alternative 3 

 

2. Héctor López Pelet – Commercial Fisher Asociación Pesquera Palmas Altas (APPA), 

Barceloneta PR; former DNER Port Agent 

 

a. Alternative 3 

 

3. Héctor López Collazo- Commercial Fisher Asociación Pesquera Palmas Altas (APPA), 

Barceloneta PR 

 

a. Alternative 3 

b. Wanted to know how this would apply to the DNER 

 

4. Israel Rodriguez –  

 

a. Need to disseminate the landings data information and the status of the fish populations 

b. Requested information on the size limits for pelagics and HMS 

c. Requested information on the permits for queen snapper 

 

5. Jesús Morales Ortíz 

 

a. There is potential for new fishers to fish for queen snapper 

b. The DNER permits limit the access for new fishers 

 

 

Additional comments: 

 

1. Requested more information on HMS regulations, permits, size limits, seasons and commercial 

regulations (what can be harvested and sold). 

2. Requested information on incentives for the commercial fishers and information on economic 

development for the area. 

3. Requested information on the DNER permits for queen snapper and how to participate in the 

fishery. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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MAYAGÜEZ, P.R., JUNE 26, 2014  
 

The public hearing was opened at 7:30 p.m. by the Council’s Chairman, Mr. Carlos Farchette. Attending 

the meeting were also, Mr. Miguel A. Rolón, Dr. Graciela García-Moliner, Dr. Kathryn Quigley, Ms. 

Helena Antoun, and Mrs. Iris Oliveras.   

 

Seventeen people were present and although 5 people signed up to speak, only1 person addressed the 

ACL Control Rule: 

 

1. Víctor Padilla – Commercial Fisher -  El Seco, Mayagüez 

a. No Action  (Alternative 1) 

b. No more changes to regulations affecting fishers 

 

Other comments received: 

 

1. Carlos Torres 

a. Most update statistics or catch landings reports 

b. Renovating licenses should be easier 

c. There should be more benefits and incentives for commercial fishers 

 

2. José Conde – Commercial fisher – El Seco, Mayagüez 

a. The ACLs numbers have to be revised. If the reports are 145,000 lbs/yr that is 2,788 

lbs/week 

b. This is mediocre fishing- if there are 150 fishers this is about 1,000 /fisher 

 

3. Richard Jaeck – Recreational fisher 

a. There is no prohibition on the use of “malacate” by recreational fishers in the law/regulations 

in Puerto Rico 

b. This gear can be used but maybe there should be a quota for the recreational fishers. But we 

should be allowed to harvest deep water snappers for our consumption.  Need to review the 

regulations.  The law cannot discriminate and not prohibit the use of a fishing gear by 

recreational fishers 

c. There should be licenses and permits for recreational fishers 

d. The landings data need to be revised because of all the management measures in place 

 

Other comments: 

 

1. Fishers would like to receive information from the government on:  (a) number of 

commercial and recreational fishers; (b) landings information by gear, by area, by species 

2. Request a workshop with the DNER personnel to offer information to the fishers to establish 

dialog between fishers and government. Would like to see comparisons of commercial and 

recreational statistics 

3. Need also input on the EEZ/extension to fishing out to the Dominican Republic 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
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NAGUABO, P.R., JUNE 30, 2014  
 

The public hearing was opened at 7:15 p.m. by the Council’s Chairman, Mr. Carlos Farchette. Attending 

the meeting were also, Mr. Miguel A. Rolón, Dr. Alida Ortiz, Helena Antoun, Dr. Graciela García-

Moliner and Mrs. Diana Martino. 

 

Twenty eight people were present and 8 people offered the following comments: 

 

1. Roberto Silva- Commercial Fisher, Father & Son, Humacao, PR 

 

a. Commercial landings data are behind and need to be updated and corrected. 

b. Need more information on the topics to be discussed at the public hearings 

c. The information should be in Spanish 

d. The basis for the ACLs are not and were not based on good information  

e. Any changes need to consider the data that are more recent 

f. Need more port agents to help in improving data collection efforts 

g. Need better data to improve the information on the fisheries 

h. Need to re-evaluate the ACLs, need the 2012-2013 data 

i. There should be a dramatic change in the landings when the data are corrected 

 

2. Carlos Velázquez – Commercial Fisher, President Asociación de Pescadores de Playa Húcar, 

Naguabo, PR 

 

a. Landings data were not a good reflection of reality 

b. The deficiencies of the data collection need to be corrected 

c. The number of fishers has decreased dramatically 

d. Need to talk to fishers about ACL, how they were developed, how they need to change 

e. Need more port agents and personnel at the FRL to improve the data, to corroborate the 

reported landings in the trip tickets. 

f. Face to face meetings with fishers could help in seeing the reality of the fishers. 

g. Does not agree with the proposed alternatives. 

 

3. Luis Meléndez- Commercial Fisher, Puerto del Rey, Fajardo, PR 

 

a. Need to provide the fishers with more information 

b. Need to provide information on the closures and regulations that apply in the state and 

federal waters. 

c. These laws are for federal waters, but they can be applied to Puerto Rico. 

 

4. Héctor Acosta Rodríguez, Commercial Fisher, Playa Húcar, Naguabo PR 

 

a. No Action- doesn’t agree with the document. 

b. There are many other problems that impact fisheries such as contamination and 

sedimentation 

c. Need to provide more information 

d. There are many problems with the catch reports and licenses- he submits landings data 
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but his name doesn’t appear in the DNER lists 

e. There have been changes in the DNER license – the license should be renewed every 4 

years not annually. 

 

5. Luis Martin Jiménez, Commercial Fisher, Palmas del Mar, Humacao, PR 

 

a. Update the landings data before anything else, last data available from 2011 and this is 

not acceptable for management 

b. There are no resources to improve data collection 

c. It would be better to submit the landings data electronically. DNER should copy the 

electronic data portals of the federal government. 

d. Alternative 3 would require more recent data but the alternative is reasonable. Should 

only data that is less than 2 years old. 

 

6. José M. Cartagena Cruz, Commercial Fisher, Asociación Pescadores Playa Húcares, Naguabo, 

PR 

 

a. Carries out many types of fishing, diving to deep water since 1968. 

b. Would like to have a good database with few errors 

c. Alternative 3, although not in agreement with the way ACLs were developed. 

d. Need to begin allowing for electronic reporting to improve the database. Provide fishers 

with the software to do this. Provide equipment to submit the data. 

e. The fishing associations could serve as the centers to receive the information. Now the 

data have be submitted via mail or in person to the DNER 

f. Still need to have more port agents. Could use the port agents to collect the data as was 

previously done. 

g. Need also more port agents to sample the catches and to supply information on the reality 

of the industry. 

 

7. Víctor García- Commercial Fisher, VP Asociacion Pescadores del Tinglar, Luquillo, PR 

 

a. ACLs  based on incorrect information. 

b. No determination of biomass in the documents 

c. The number of fishers is small enough that the landings data can be corroborated 

d. Need more port agents. 

e. Other factors that impact fisheries are:  

i. few fishers are full time fishers,  

ii. many fishing days are lost to bad weather 

iii. there are different types of fishing (divers to deep water snapper) 

iv.  lack of port agent to verify catches 

v. unequal growth in fish 

vi. there is more habitat loss than there is overfishing (for example, when the hotel in 

Rio Grande was developed and the Water Authority Pump established to pump 

treated water to sea, snappers disappeared and have not returned). 

vii. local reefs have been destroyed 

f. Fishers have to be environmentalists to maintain a sustainable fishery 
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8. Héctor Padró – Representing Commercial Fishers, Yabucoa, PR 

 

a. More information should be provided to the fishing community and explained in terms 

that everyone can understand 

b. Need electronic reporting 

c. Need more port agents 

d. Need more recent data 

e. Contamination by untreated waters and chemicals (many industries with access to the 

rivers) is a very important issue in the east coast 

f. Commercial fishing licenses are difficult to obtain and renew 

g. Need more exchange with the DNER as the CFMC does 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
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